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Abstract:

The original meaning of the plural suffix mim al-jam ‘ (a1 ax) according to most
linguists, Qur’anic interpreters, and Hadith scholars is that it denotes a group of
rational masculine beings only. It corresponds to the doubled nin (3338 (5),
which indicates a group of rational feminine beings. However, upon examining
Qur’anic contexts, rhetorical situations, and the speaker’s intent, it becomes
evident that mim al-jam " does not exclusively signify a group of rational males.
Rather, it carries multiple possible meanings, and it is the linguistic and
contextual clues that determine the precise interpretation. Among these Qur’anic
usages is the indication that the suffix can refer to both males and females
collectively, implying that the feminine is included under the masculine—a
nuance that many linguists have overlooked despite its frequent occurrence in the
Qur’an.

This highlights the flexibility of the Arabic language and its capacity to
accommodate diverse meanings depending on context and discourse. Such
semantic expansion reflects the depth of Qur’anic expression, where linguistic
tools are employed with precision to convey intended meanings without violating
grammatical norms. Therefore, limiting the interpretation of mim al-jam " to its
traditional understanding may restrict the Qur’anic meaning, necessitating a
reconsideration of certain grammatical rules in light of Qur’anic usage.

This calls for a renewed analytical reading of Qur’anic texts—one that is context-
sensitive and attentive to the objectives of the discourse, moving beyond rigid
grammatical frameworks that may constrain meaning. It also opens the door for
scholars to revisit certain grammatical concepts and linguistic structures in light
of the Qur’an’s rich, flexible, and profound semantic system. Thus, the study of
mim al-jam * in the Qur’an should not be confined to syntactic analysis alone, but
should also encompass rhetorical and semantic dimensions that contribute to a
deeper understanding of the sacred text.

Keywords: the concept of tawahhum (semantic illusion), types of mim in terms
of origin and addition, scholarly views on the meaning of mim al-jam .
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