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Almustarshad Biallah’s procedures to weaken the rule of the Seljuks
and their impact on the Abbasid Caliphate (512-529 A.H./ 1118-1134
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Abstract

The policy of the caliph ‘“Almustarshad Biallah” differed from his
predecessors in dealing with the sultans and the Seljuk princes. When he became
the ruler, he was determined to restore the prestige and independence of the
Caliphate and strengthen its influence by relying on the masses of people who had
gathered around him and supported him in his ordeal with the Seljuks. He not
only prevented any interference of the sultans in matters of the caliphate but also
he intervened in the affairs of the Seljuk Sultanate claiming he is after reform. He
also engaged in battles with the armies of the sultans inside and outside Irag, but
the policy of treachery and deception adopted by the Seljug princes failed his
emancipation project from the domination of the Seljuks.

The research includes an introduction, three sections, and a conclusion. The
first section deals with the general circumstances when Almustarshad Biallah took
the rule; and it also deals with the most important problems facing the caliphate,
including the rebellion of some local princes and their effects on the caliphate.
The second section is dedicated to the actions of Almustarshad Biallah to weaken
the influence of Sultan Mahmud and its impact on their relationship. The third
section studies his efforts to weaken and reduce the role of Sultan Masood until
529 A.H./Z1134 A.D. and their impact on the Abbasid Caliphate. The conclusion
records the most important findings of the research.
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