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Abstract

This article concerns with the Iraqi prominent sociologist Ali Al-Wardi (1913~
1995), as an intellectual occupied a unique position in Iragi culture in the second half
of the twentieth century. In order to comprehend this position, the article describes
the Iraqgi political and cultural conditions in which al-Wardi's writings emerged and the
circumstances of the emergence of sociology as a scientific branch in the lIraqi
academy. The article focuses on the role that Al-Wardi attributed to knowledge as a
major component and a guide for public policy, and then it evaluates and criticizes

his theses and their realistic and scientific efficiency to play this role.

Keywords: Public intellectual, social criticism, knowledge, politics, unconsciousness,

parapsychology.
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Simone |. Flynn, “Enlightenment Roots,” in Sociology Reference Guide: Early Theorists and the

Sclence of Society (Salem Press: Pasadena, California, first edition, 2011), p. 5.
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Journal for the Sociology and History of the Social Sciences 1 (2016, “27), p. 160.
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