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Abstract:

Henri Joseph Eugéne Gouraud was born in Paris on November 17, 1867. He was the
eldest of six children. He graduated from the Saint-Cyr Military Academy in 1888 and
was promoted to the rank of colonel in 1907. In 1910, he was transferred to Morocco at
the request of Marshal Lyautey, from whom he learned the art of cunning and deception.
Gouraud became Lyautey’s right-hand man and later replaced him to consolidate French
control in Morocco. In 1915, he was appointed commander of the French Fourth Army
and led the French campaign in the Dardanelles during World War |, where he lost his
right arm to a grenade. He returned to Marrakech in 1917 as a resident and repelled a
German attack with a military maneuver, earning praise from the French Prime Minister

as a “great soldier.” This led to his appointment as High Commissioner to Syria in 1918.

General Henri Gouraud is considered an important figure in both French and Arab history
due to his significant role in leading French forces in the Arab countries, particularly
Damascus, and implementing French policies in the Levant. He played a crucial role in
suppressing Arab resistance in the Levant, including the government of King Faisal bin
Al-Hussein and popular opposition. Through his cunning and strategic acumen, he
managed to quell the resistance and take control of the Levant. Additionally, Gouraud
was instrumental in the division of the Levant and the creation of what became known as
Greater Lebanon. His colonial policy involved manipulating tribes and exploiting sectarian

tensions.

Keywords: Division of the Levant, Colonial Policy, Popular Opposition, Tribes,

Sectarianism.
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