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Abstract
This research highlights the scholarly efforts of Dr. Ukab Youssef Alawi Al-Rikabi in his
book Documentary Studies in the Contemporary History of Iraq, in which he employed a
number of family (personal) documents. These documents are unpublished and significant
for deriving historical events. By subjecting this book to research, analysis, and critique—
particularly the content and use of these documents—we present critical readings related to
the events described in the documents and the years in which they occurred, aligning them
with the historical context and references.
Documents and manuscripts are among the most important tools for recording historical
information. Historians often rely on them to write about events and facts that lie beyond
the scope of what is commonly known or available in published historical books. Whether
published or unpublished, historical documents, manuscripts, and contemporary writings
are primary sources in the study of history and in presenting its facts scientifically.
Historians place great value on document-based historical writing, to the extent that it is
considered the only reliable method for writing modern history.
Thus, the document holds great importance in historical research due to its prominent role in
uncovering hidden truths, clarifying ambiguous information, and correcting misconceptions.
It is common in historical research to rewrite events and topics that were previously
unknown, due to the emergence or declassification of rare documents. These documents
often lead to shifts in prevailing views and interpretations of events based on new
information. Therefore, no historian or researcher can dispense with documents or replace
them with other means when they are available.
However, a document is merely a tool in the hands of the historian, who must possess a
high degree of objectivity, professionalism, and skill. The historian is required to use
documents impartially and free from personal biases or convictions, in accordance with the

principles established by historians for this purpose.
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First: Dictionaries and Encyclopedias

1. Saleh Saadawi Saleh, Terms of Ottoman History: An Illustrated Encyclopedic Dictionary, King Abdulaziz
Foundation for Research and Archives, Riyadh, Volumes 1 and 3, 2016.

2. Group of Authors, Al-Mu'jam Al-Waseet (The Intermediate Dictionary), Arabic Language Academy, Arab
Republic of Egypt, 4th Edition, 2004.

Second: Arabic Books

1. Hassan Hallaq, Methods of Historical Thought and Research, Auxiliary Sciences, and Manuscript Editing, 4th
Edition, Dar Al-Nahda Al-Arabiya, Beirut, 2004.
Abbas Al-Azzawi, History of Iraqi Currency, Trade and Printing Company, Baghdad, 1958.

3. Abdulrahim Al-Hasnawi, The Historical Text: An Epistemological and Didactic Approach, Afrique Orient,
Casablanca, 2011.

4. Abdulrazzaq Al-Hasani, History of Iraqi Ministries, Vol. 1, 7th Edition, Public Cultural Affairs House,
Baghdad, 1988.

5. Abdullah Al-Arawi, The Concept of History: Terms and Doctrines, 4th Edition, Arab Cultural Center, Beirut,
2005.

6. Abdullah Al-Fayyadh, The Great Iragi Revolution, 1st Edition, Al-Irshad Press, Baghdad, 1963.

7. Abdullah Anis Tabbah, The Science of Documentation — Archives and Records, 1st Edition, International Book
Company, Beirut, 1986.

8. Abdullah Taha Al-Salmani, Methodology of Historical Research, Dar Al-Fikr Publishers and Distributors,
Amman, 2009.
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9. Ukab Youssef Alawi Al-Rikabi, Documentary Studies in the Contemporary History of Iraq, Al-Aref
Publications, Beirut, 2018.

10. Ukab Youssef Alawi Al-Rikabi & Hamid Ahmed Hamdan Al-Tamimi, Sayyid Alwan Al-Yasiri — Tribal
Leadership and National Work, Al-Aref Publications, Beirut, 2013.

11. Ali Al-Wardi, Social Glimpses in the Modern History of Iraq, Vol. 4, Al-Shaab Press, Baghdad, 1974.

12. Kamel Salman Al-Jubouri, Memoirs and Travels of Sheikh Muhammad Reda Al-Shabibi, 1st Edition, Dar Al-
Rafidain for Printing and Publishing, 2011.

13. Laila Al-Sabbagh, 4 Study in the Methodology of Historical Research, 8th Edition, Damascus University Press,
Damascus, 1999.

14. Wajih Kawtharani, The History of Historiography: Trends — Schools — Methodologies, 2nd Edition, Arab

" Center for Research and Policy Studies, Beirut, June 2013.

Third: Published Research Papers

1. Ukab Youssef Alawi Al-Rikabi, The Position of the City of Qalat Sukkar and Its Tribes Toward the British
Occupation of Iraq 1914-1920: A Historical Study, Wasit Journal for Human Sciences, Vol. 8, Issue 21, 2013.

Fourth: Theses and Dissertations

1. Muna Kazem Ahjeel Al-Kaabi, The City of Qalat Sukkar: A Study of Its Political, Economic, and Social
Conditions 1914—-1958, Unpublished Master’s Thesis, College of Education for Human Sciences, University of
Wasit, 2021.
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