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Abstract:

The study of the political history of Greece in general, and the city-state of Athens in
- particular, offers a comprehensive view of both social and political conditions, as the two
are inherently intertwined in shaping individual life. The Athenian polis witnessed pivotal
transformations in the fundamental aspects of Greek civic life, which directly influenced
the emergence of political conflicts. Among these was the Cylonian conspiracy, which
unfolded after all the elements necessary for a political coup had been assembled. However,
the attempt failed shortly after it began due to a lack of support. This abandonment came
not only from the aristocrats and the wealthy elite but also from the general populace,
particularly the farmers. The latter group held a subtle yet significant influence over the
course of events, as they represented the popular base upon which both traditional and
emerging political systems were built.
Initially, the Greek aristocracy represented an ideal class devoted to serving all segments
of society and striving for the common good. Yet, this dedication gradually gave way to a
pursuit of power and self-interest. The aristocrats monopolized religious knowledge and
rituals, which reinforced their sense of superiority and led to their isolation from the rest
of society. With the expansion of trade and the introduction of coinage in the 7th century
BC, aristocratic wealth increased significantly, deepening the social divide between them
and the common people and exacerbating class inequality in Greek city-states.
Within this context, the 7th century BC witnessed the first attempt to establish a tyranny in
Athens, led by the aristocrat Cylon (also spelled Colon), one of the city's noblemen. Cylon
was a prominent figure who gained fame after winning an Olympic prize in 640 BC. He
was known for his generosity toward the poor and was married to the daughter of
Theagenes, the ruler of Megara. Surrounding himself with a group of young noblemen
known as the hetairia, Cylon felt empowered and confident enough to pursue a permanent
leadership position in the state.
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The study of the political history of the Greeks in general and

- the city-state of Athens in particular gives us a depiction of both
socio-political conditions, being inseparable from the life of the
individual, and the city-state of Athens (Polis) has witnessed pivotal
changes in the basic aspects of the life of the Greek citizen that had
a direct impact on the crystallization of political conflicts, and
among those conflicts is the Kelonian conspiracy that took place
after all the elements of the political coup were completed.
However, it failed after a record time for not supporting and
supporting it, this abandonment was not only from the nobles and
owners of wealth and power, but also from the abandonment of the
general class, represented by farmers, as well as the latter's soft
impact on the course of events at the time, being the popular and
mass base on whose structure the old and new political systems are

based.
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