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Abstract

. There has not been any previous Iraqi academic research that addressed the
concept of" Autoportrait "or classified any autobiographical writing under
this term. However ,the published works that were considered
autobiographies or memoirs were aligned more closely with Autoportrait
than with the genres to which they have been assigned. This gap in
scholarship has motivated this study entitled" Autoportrait in Modern Iraqi
Literature "to explore the complexities of this literary form. The study
focuses on the Iraqi writer Mohammed Khudair’s book" What Is Held and
What Is Not Held: Auto-creative Writings "as a case study to attain a
accurate understanding of the concept of Autoportrait, its characteristics,
features, and presence .Methodologically, the research is divided into a
theoretical description and an applied analysis. The theoretical section
begins by examining the terminological challenge of the term" Autoportrait
"and its multiple translations into Arabic. Among five existing translations,
the study adopts the term" Autoportrait ",providing g three justifications for
this choice .Secondly, it delves into the concept of Autoportrait, addressing
key questions concerning the genre: the nature of writing of the self, of
which Autoportrait is a form; subsumption and juxtaposition in clarifying
the relationship between autobiography and Autoportrait; and the structural
and defining features of Autoportrait as a literary type. Although scholars
acknowledge the difficulty of delineating its distinct characteristics due to
the absence of fixed generic conventions ,the study attempts to identify
common features and general traits of Autoportrait through the three textual
features: author, text, and reader. Lastly, the study examines the presence of
Autoportrait in Arabic literature in general and Iraqi literature in particular .
In the applied analysis, the study employs the theoretical framework to
analyze Khudair’s" What Is Held and What Is Not Held :Auto-creative
Writings "throughout two ways: ) -Paratexts :to establish the Autoportrait as a
literary genre for Khudair’s book. Y-The textbook to reveal the structural
characteristics of the genre .
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