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Abstract:

The study of appointments and dismissals in administrative positions is a significant
area within the broader field of Islamic civilization studies. It provides insight into how
the state was managed and the methods used to appoint individuals to various positions
across the administrative hierarchy—from the caliph, the highest authority, down to
ministers and other officials.

This research, titled The Diwan al-Rasa'il (Chancellery) in Baghdad During the Buyid
Era (334-447 AH / 945-1056 CE), examines the reasons behind the appointment and
dismissal of the scribes (secretaries) of this Diwan under Buyid administration. It also
sheds light on the scribes who served the Abbasid caliphs during this period. The study
focuses on a crucial era in Abbasid history, during which five caliphs ruled: al-Mustakfi
(333-334 AH / 944-945 CE), al-Muti‘ (334-363 AH / 945-974 CE), al-Ta‘1* (363—
381 AH / 974-991 CE), al-Qadir (381422 AH / 991-1031 CE), and al-Qa’im (422—
467 AH / 1031-1074 CE), whose reign witnessed the end of Buyid influence in 447
AH /1055 CE at the hands of the Seljuks.

During this period, political authority was effectively in the hands of the Buyid emirs,
who had stripped the Abbasid caliphs of their former powers, including the authority
to appoint or dismiss administrative officials. The Buyid rulers selected the most
capable and experienced individuals for these roles, granting them significant status
and often consulting them on important matters.
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