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Abstract:

Wisdom sayings and proverbs are among the most prominent
manifestations of popular culture and the literature of nations, reflecting
accumulated historical experiences, beliefs, ethical values, and social ways of
life. Beyond their instructive and educational function, these linguistic
elements play a significant role in enriching literature and transmitting
profound human concepts from one generation to another.

The poetry of Omar Khayyam Nishapuri, beyond its emotional and
aesthetic aspects, 1s rich in wisdom-related themes and expressions closely
connected to proverbs and traditional sayings. This study, adopting a
descriptive-analytical approach, aims to examine the place of wisdom and
proverbs in a selection of Khayyam’s poems and to clarify their role in
expressing the poet’s philosophical, ethical, and social worldview.

The findings indicate that, contrary to the common portrayal of
Khayyam as merely a bold transgressor of conventional norms, he employs
rational logic and symbolic language in expressing his thoughts. Through
wisdom sayings and proverbs, he presents a balanced perspective combining
life’s pleasures, awareness of mortality, and philosophical reflection. This
feature has contributed to the enduring presence of his poetry in the cultural
memory of Iranian society and beyond.

Keywords:
Wisdom sayings and proverbs, Omar Khayyam, literary analysis, popular

culture, philosophical worldview.
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